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Fore1Gcn Po.irics. 


Tar Pratikdr, of the 18th December, says that the English are 
doing everything to please the Amir of 

The Amir of Cabnt Cabul. But have they been able to make him 
a friend? Following the example of Russia, the Amir has recently ordered 
that a duty of two rupees per bale should be levied on all merchandise 

assing through his territories. From this it can easily be inferred that 
the Amir is not very friendly to the English, whose trade alone will greatly 
suffer in consequence of such an order. 

9. The same paper says that the world has been astonished at the fact 
that the Burmese, with a King alive, did not 
make any attempt to protect their country from 
a foreign invasion. People were not wrong in entertaining some suspicion in 
this connection. Theebaw knew nothing of the war ; he was not aware that the 
English were coming to invade his country. The statements of. the special 
correspondent of the Zimes confirm the suspicion of the people. Unless there 
is something wrong, an independent prince can never be imprisoned so easily. 
But to one who knows thecharacter of Tinedah Mengyee, the minister of 
Theebaw, this will not appear strange. He is capable of doing anything ; 
people thought that the English would punish him, but he now seems to have 
become their principal adviser. 

8. The Sdrasvatpatra, of the 26:h December, heard repeatedly 
that the poor subjects of Mandalay were very 
glad at the deportation of their King, but it 
now appears that even the Burmese of Rangoon have expressed their sympathy 
for him. It appears that, though the King was unpopular with his own 
subjects, he was not unpopular with the British subjects. From what the 
King said after his imprisonment, he appears to be innocent. But is he 
going to be ruined without any fault? There seems to be something 
mysterious in all this. 

4. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 29th December, says that the 
Chinese, perceiving that England wants to 
annex Burmah, have expressed a desire of 
getting possession of a portion of the Burmese kingdom. There 
is possibility of a collision with China in case the annexation of Burmah 
is determined upon, and so Government should be very cautious in taking 
any step in connection with the disposal of the Burmese question. 

0. The Sahachar, of the 30th December, says that the party in favour 

) of the annexation of Burmah is graduall 
eens Serna becoming stronger. Lord Dufferin f Jey we 
very cautiously. Great danger will befall the Empire if he commits an error. 
It is said that the Chief Commissioner of Burmah is opposed to annexation, 


Burmese affairs. 


The Burmese question. 


Burmah and China. 


of the English Government, should be set up on the Burmese throne. 
The writer is in favour of this course being adopted. England has now 
occupied Burmah. Who can be certain that she will not, upon a suitable 
Opportunity, try to occupy China ? China has found the Europeans out. 
She is secretly hostile both to England and France. China will be alarmed 
at the annexation of Burmah. Some are recommending that Bhamo should 
be given to China as a bribe. But the giving of Bhamo will not remove 
uneasiness from the mind of Cuina, and will not thus prevent the danger 


Hovernment will not give up Tonquin. The French Minister, M. Brissot, 
as distinctly said this. Nor is the French Government opposed to the 
“xtension of dominion, The occupation of Burmah will bring the English in 


of her hostility. ‘There is also fear of a collision with France. The French 
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closer proximity to the French. Thus in addition to Russia on the west there 

will be two powerful enemies, namely, France and China on the east, This 

will be a very dangerous situation. None but a mad man can imagine that 

the Burmese will be satisfied with the English occupation of their country, 

eBay yw is occupied, the Queen’s promise not to annex territories will 
so be broken. 

6. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 31st December, says that there 
can be no doubt that England came to some 
| agreement with China before engaging in a 
war with Burmah. China refused to help Theebaw when he asked for it, 
She is also trying to occupy Bhamo. That the English are not opposed 
to the Chinese occupation of Bhamo has been found out before, 

7. The Rungpore Dikprakdsh, of the 31st December, hears that China 
will probably demand the cession of Bhamo 
if the English annex the Burmese kingdom, 
and that a collision with that country will be extremely probable; so the 
writer asks the English to become cautious. 

8 he Bhdrat Mihir, of the 31st December, doubts whether 

China and the British occupation there is any truth in the statement that 
of Upper Burmah. Theebaw asked for the assistance of China 
against the British Government, and that it was refused him, because 
it is clear, from the present attitude of China, that she does not look with 
favour upon the British occupation of Upper Burmah. The writer has 
grave doubts as to the alleged expression of approval by China of the 
annexation of Theebaw’s dominions to the British empire. 

9. The Al Punch, of the lst January, gives a cartoon, in which 

Turkey and other European coun. lurkey is represented as a tongue, and the 
trie. other European countries as teeth that 
surround it. 

10. The <Aryadarpan, of the Ist January, considers the appoint- 

Sen Deon and tn Dect ment of a Resident by the French at 
Madagascar at this juncture to be a very clever 

move on their part. The island lies on the line of the route from England 
to India. Not content with establishing their supremacy in Madagascar, 
the French are trying to establish it in Anam also. They are not willing 
to give up Tonquin without concluding a treaty with the Chinese Emperor. 
The English have conquered Burmah, and the French want to remain near 
it, There seems to be some secret motive in all this. . 

ll. The Sanjivan?, of the 2nd January, says that, on the first day 
of the year 1886, the Viceroy has ordered the 
| annexation of Burmah. Another nation in 
ag Wy for ever lost its independence. Who will not be greatly sorry 

12. The same paper hears that the Ministry has determined to annex 
Burmah. It was of course apparent, from 
; the speech of Lord Randolph Churchill on 
the Burmese question, that he was greedy for annexation. None of 
the ministers venture to say anything against Lord Churchill, who holds that 
commerce cannot be extended without the extension of the empire. The 
writer has repeated many times that Government is bent upon extending the 
empire simply for the extension of English trade. There is no doubt 
that commerce could have been extended if the extension of empire would have 
been an easy affair. But Burmabh is not likely to be pacified in a sbort time 
end at a small cost. That, however, will not interfere with the profits of mer- 
oom pedal of 2 eseenes will be paid by the Natives of India. 

| pay the cost st would not be easy to keep Burmah, because 
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of it are preparing for a great war to preserve their independence. 
7 cota of Useer Sereah are rising against English rule, and the 
eople of British Burmah are trying to regain their independence. The 
Bnglish will no doubt succeed in quelling the rebellion, butat a great cost 
of men and money. ‘There is.a probability of acollision with China in 
case the English annex Burmah, and the European powers who had 
treaty relations with Burmah may also try to measure their swords with the 
English. The writer does not understand why the English are courting so 
many dangers. , 

13. The Bangabdst, of the 2nd January, says that the Burmese have 
all, as if by magic, become dacoits, and are 
causing much trouble to English troops. The 
writer cannot understand how the Burmese, who were longing for English 
rule, have, all of a sudden, after the dethronement of Theebaw, become dacoits 
to the great annoyance of English troops. The dacoits are very bold; they 
want to expel the English from Burmah. 

14. The Bharat Bast, of the 2nd January, savs that Burmah 
which has been easily occupied cannot be so 
easily retained. The public is already aware 
of the crisis which has arrived at in that country shortly after the deporta- 
tiun of King Theebaw; the writer is very much afraid that the matter is 
becoming serious. The people of India have long lost the taste of freedom, 
but not so the people of Burmah. They are not yet aware that they have 
lost their freedom, and so it would not be easy to make them submit toa 
foreign rule. Itis not true that they are incapable of defending their 
freedom. They have greatly harassed British troops ina very short time. 
This is not an indication of their anxiety for English rule. Many of them 
are not perhaps aware as yet ofthe deportation of Theebaw. They may be 
happy under English rule. -But who courts a foreign yoke of his own 
accord ? If the English go on in this way pushing on their frontier beyond 
India they may come into collision with other nations, and their empire may 
in the end meet the fate of the Roman empire. If anything untoward 
happens to the British empire, the natives will be ruined, and so the writer 
requests Lord Dufferin that he will calmly deliberate as to what is to be 

done with Burmah in the future. Perhaps the writer will be accused of 
disloyalty by some Anglo-Indian papers for writing in this strain. But he 
is not sorry for it. If he can by writing do any good to his Government, 
he will be content. 

15. The Nava Medint, of the 2ad January, hears from the London 


correspondent of the Zimes of India that the 
| British authorities are resolved upon the 
annexation of Burmah. Though the Conservatives are in power, and the 


The Burmese question. 


The Burmese difficulties. 


The Burmese affairs. 


fickle-minded Lord Churchill is the Secretary of State for India, still the 
writer cannot believe that the British authorities should resolve upon 
such a step in spite of the remonstrances of the Indian public and of the 
great men of England. Government will commit a great mistake if, in 
pursuance of the advice of the Anglo-Indians, it annexes Burmah in 
Violation of the pledge of the Queen-Empress of India. The annexation 
will not at all be profitable. It will be a blot upon the fair fame of the 
English Government. The Burmese will not quietly submit, and so 
the English will have to increase the number. of their troops, and to 
maintain this addition 

the Burmese Government will exceed its revenue: If the Burinese do not 
submit, and if there is a collision with China, Russia will not remain 
idle at the Afghan frontier, and Government will be assailed on both 


sides of the empire. The natives are lo 
ire. yal, and so they are very sorr 
at the apprehension of all these dangers. : pete 


al force at a great expense. Tne expenditure of 
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16. The Sddhdrani, of the 8rd January, notices the opinion of some 
people that when the English are hesitating to 
annex Burmah owing to the unanimous oppo. 
sition of the native press to that course, difference to opinion among native 
papers on the subject is deeply to be regretted. Such difference would have 
been a matter of deep regret indeed had the statement about Government’s 
hesitation to annex Burmah in deference to native opinion as reflected 
in native papers been true. But that statement 1s not at all true. The 
English Government does not respect the opinion of natives in any matter 
which involves the question of the increase of profit or of prestige. ‘It now 
listens to the opinion of natives in some matters having no connection with 
rofit or prestige. The trade of the commercial English nation has 
ome dull. The condition of English trade may become prosperous by the 
annexation of Burmah. Will they under these circumstances desist from 
annexing the country in deference to public opinion ? The prestige also 
of Englishmen has increased by the occupation of Burmah without having 
to strike a blow. Asia is astonished at this feat. Europe also has under- 
stood that the English nation has not yet become feeble with age. At 
the English occupation of Burmah, China is smiling, and the French are 
frowning. The English are obtaining compensation in Burmah for their 
disgrace in the Soudan. There is no hope that Government will respect 
public opinion on this subject. 

17. The Dacca Prakash, of the 3rd January, hears that the British 
Government has resolved to annex Burmah. 
The writer knows that his remonstrances 
will be of no avail, but yet he considers it his duty to remonstrate. 
The writer hopes that the English will yet give up their evil intention. 

18. The Dainik, of the 3rd January, says that the Burmese kingdom 
has come to an end, but the Burmese war 
has not come to an end as yet. The 
dacoities are increasing. The dacoits have covered the whole kingdom. 
The entire Burmese population have become dacoits. The police and the 
army have become greatly disturbec by these dacoits. The English 
first allured Tinedah Mengyee to their side, and with his assistance captured 
Theebaw. Now the English have gained their end, and the Tinedah is no 
longer necessary. So the English have by a stratagem imprisoned him 
and are sending him to India to be kept as a State Prisoner at the cost of 
the people of India. 


19. The Som Prakash, of the 4th January, says that China is now 


laiming } ‘ 
China’s claim to Bhamo. . o Bhamo from the English Govern 


ment as compensation for the annexation of 
Burmah. It does not appear that China will easily give up this claim. 


20. The same paper notices the statement of King Theebaw that his 
The English Government and the ministers advised him tO carry On war 
treacherous Burmese Ministers. against the English. He said that he was 
informed by them that the English were coming to make a treaty with him. 
He was also not informed by them of the English occupation of Minhla. 
His ministers did not see him after the arrival of the English at Mandalay. 
‘The writer is surprised to learn that the English Government is honouring 
these ungrateful liars. Perbaps the English Government is treating them 
in the same way as it did the traitor Mir Jafar. The writer did not expect 
that Lord Dufferin would earn a reputation similar to that of Clive. 
21. The same paper says that Indians will be sorry, noble English- 


ienineieies ei men will be ashamed, and the Burmese will 


Annexation of Burmah. 


Annexation of Burmah. 


Burmese affairs. 


be stunned to hear of the annexation of 


Burmah. The writer is grieved, ashamed, and alarmed at the annexa 
tion. England, which has always been eager to spread the blessings 


J 


ee ia a” hlLh OE ek ae hat hve CUR 


ee ite 


throughout the world, which once took up arms for the abolition 
te —— trade, and which has secured freedom for the Greeks by 
; solute efforts, now takes pride in destroying the independence of a 
nation Selfish England, not satisfied with the punishment of the 
offending king, and without considering whether extension of trade 
which they sought could be secured by other means, has annexed 
the country in disregard of the remonstrances of men_ like Lord 
Ripon, John Bright, and Mr. Bernard and of the Indian people. 
The reputation of England for justice is vanishing. Indians are gradually 
coming to see that the English are swayed by no considerations of 
morality or common decency ia matters affecting their interests. The 
selfish English Government is gradually incurring the displeasure of the 
public. The English Government seems to be in the position of men who 
lose all power of judgment before the occurrence of some great danger. 
The writer is very sorry to say all this. There can be no doubt that 
Eneland will soon be involved in wars with other countries. 
~ 99, The Samaya, of the 4th January, says that, instead of annexing 


accents of Sevmnh Burmah, the English could have reduced 
nnex e 


Theebaw to the condition of a Feudatory Prince 
with a Resident at his Court. This would have rendered the English name 


famous for generosity all over the world. Do the English think that Russia 
will be so staggered at the conquest of Burmah that she will not venture 
to advance any further? If they think so, they are mistaken. Had they 
| saown generosity, their good name would have done them much good. 

93. The Dainik, of the 4th January, says that, in a proclamation of 


four hnes, Lord Dufferin annexed Burmah 
Burmese affairs. 


without giving any reason for its annexation. 
He does not seem to think that he is bound to give any reason. From 


his silence, and from the exultation of the merchants, it appears that the 
kingdom has been annexed in the interests of the European merchants. 
The English can do anything in the name of commerce. Their State policy 
is subordinate to their commercial policy. The Viceroy never consulted 
the Burmese about the annexation, nor did he pay any heed to what 
the 250 millions of India said on the subject. These have paid the 
cost of the Russian difficulty, and the Government will not be satisfied 
until they have paid the cost of the Burmese war and the cost of the 
Burmese administration. Have the Burmese told the Government that 
| they do not want Theebaw, that they are anxious for English rule for 
ever, but that once for all they will all of them enjoy the pleasures of 
committing dacoities to their heart’s content? Unless the Burmese had said 
so, the writer cannot understand how was it that the Burmese after havin 


>: } uy 5 
bee the English to their kingdom could think of harassing them with 
acoities, 


24, The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 4th January, says that, 


la however willmg the English may be to annex 


se Upper Burmah, it will cost much effort and 
take considerabie time to firmly establish British dominion im that country. 


It will take at least some 80 years to make the Burmese forget sheds 


attachment to their native sovereign and come to feel respect for the British 
Government. 


The Koglish must promptly put d the i 
ances in Upper Ke promptly put down the present disturb 


Burmah, because, if these are allowed to assume increased 


imeusions, considerable effort and expenditure will be necess 
them. It will be difficult for the English to establish thei 
country if the Burmese continue the present system of harassing and secret 


warfare. It is likely that the enormous cost of the protracted milita 
Operations will compel the British Government 


again yet knows what the intentions of 


ary to suppress 
r power m that 


China are. If she finds that 


to evacuate Burmah. Nobody 
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she can by taking up arms against the British Government obtain 
some advantages, it is probable she will do so. If Government jg 
thus obliged to incur ever-increasing expenditure on account of 
Upper Burmah, it will probably be induced at length to leave the 
country after setting up a Burmese prince on the throne. But no such 
course will in all likelihood be followed if Government finds that there are 
wealthy men in the country who might be robbed of their wealth to meet 
the expenses of the British administration just as was done in similar cases 
by Clive, Hastings and Dalhousie. 

25. The same paper says that Lord Dalhousie was opposed to 


oe : ; annexation of Burmah on the ground that, 
ee ee if the measure dissatisfied China, that power 
might form an alliance with the enemies of England, and thus cause 


trouble; while if it were approved of by China, the Chinese would 
come in large numbers to settle in Burmah, and ultimately cause great 
embarrassment to the British Government. Lord Dufferin has now annexed 
Burmah in spite of this warning of Lord Dalhousie. The Viceroy has 
announced with delight that Burmah has been occupied almost without 
bloodshed, and that the Burmese are helping to establish British dominion 
in their country. But it is now reported that bands of dacoits are infesting 
that country and causing great disturbance, The attitude of China has 
changed since the British occupation of Burmah. Jt is probable that 
though China may not claim any compensation from the British Govern- 
ment for its occupation of Burmah, it will raise difficulties regarding the 
question of the frontier between the Burmese and the Chinese territories. 
If this should come to pass, the British Government would in all likelihood 
be obliged to incur as enormous an expenditure for the defence of the 
Burmese frontier as it has been compelled to do for the protection of the 
North-Western Frontier of India. France again is said to have decided 
upon abandoning Tonquin, and if she does this there will remain no inter- 
vening power between the British Government and China, which will 
therefore, in all probability, come into collision on the question of their 
respective frontier. Again the expectation of the British Government 
that China and Russia will never become friends may, at any moment, 
prove abortive if Russia gives back Kashgar to China or comes to any 
amicable settlement with her respecting that territory. Russia may 
not improbably restore Kashgar to China and enter into friendly relations 
with her, because she will gain more by an invasion of India than by the 
retention of Kashgar, and also because by forming an alliance with China 


she will be able, now that an independent Burmah has ceased to exist, to 
cause great troubles to England. 


26. The same paper says that the annexation of Upper Burmah by 
ne nr RN Lord Dufferin in spite of the innocence of 


: | Theebaw, the warnings against such a course 
given by Lord Dalhousie and other eminent Englishmen, and apprehensions 


of a rupture in future with China and France, has produced serious apprehen- 


sions in the minds of many natives. Buta little reflection will show that 
such has now become the condition of England thai it is impossible for her to 
maintain her prestige without annexing Burmah or some other equally weak 
State. The reputation of England as a military power has been diminishing 
since the Crimean war, and she has now begun to be discredited in Europe. 
Her position in this respect has become worse since she engaged in the 


Soudan war. The fighting at Panjdeh, the incident of the Bosphore Egypties, 
the insult offered to the English flag by Germany in Western Africa, and 
other similar occurrences have completely humiliated England. It is now 


impossible for her to regain her former military position without showing 
her martial valour by fighting with some powerful nation. There is again 
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rer sideration. Lord Dufferin, who was sent out to check the 
nal of Rol, has failed in his efforts in that- behalf, and is therefore 
jesirous of retrieving his reputation as a clever statesman. It was not easy 
to gain credit by fighting with 9 powerful nation, and so an easy conquest 
‘ke that of Burmah was decided upon with a view to retrieve the lost pres- 
tige of both England and of Lord Dufferin. Viewed in this light, the ques- 
tion of annexaticn of Upper Burmah would appear perfectly intelligible. - 
97, The Navavibhdkar, of the 4th January, says that, if the Income- 
Tax Bill had been introduced on the New 
| Year’s Day, on which the proclamation 
for the annexation of Burmah was issued, it would have been 
very appropriate. Lord Dalhousie’s prophecy about the annexation of 
| Burmah has now been fulfilled. The writer does not understand 
why the statement that Burmah will be administered by the English Gov- 
ernment “ during Her Majesty’s pleasure ” has been introduced into the 
a proclamation. Even if the Queen be willing to withdraw from Burmah, 
she will not be able to do so. ‘The writer knows that the English Queen 
is subject to the English people, and that the English people will never 
consent to give up Burmah. The writer is surprised at the annexation 
of Burmah by the Tories at a time when the new Parliament has not 
yet met, and when it has not yet been decided which party will assume 
office. The writer is still more surprised at the Queen’s breaking, at the 
advice of the Tory Ministry, the promise made by her in the Proclamation 
not to annex States. But the writer will be most surprised if native princes 
are not alarmed at this breach of promise. The writer will also be 
surprised if Indians are not filled with despair upon seeing that the lightest 
word of the English merchants has more weight with Government than the 
unanimous prayer of themselves. 
28. The Samvad Purnachandrodaya, of the 5th January, says that 


a alla the English have done a very wrong thing in 


annexing Upper Burmah. King Theebaw may 
be guilty, bat the English are not altogether innocent. The way in which 
they have conquered the country is very discreditable. They alone can say 
for what a length of time they had entertained the idea of annexing that 
kingdom. The writer is surprised that the English do not understand that 
an unrighteous conquest can never be permanent. 


29. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 5th January, refuses to make an 


oe comment on the annexation of Burmabh. 

Tt does not think that the consequence of the 
act will be good. But the Government of India is despotic. It will not 
listen to what the natives may say. It has deprived a kingdom of its 


independence at the request of English merchants and of the Anglo-Indians. 
| It has not done well. 


Annexation of Burmah. 


IIl.—Home ApMtnistRation. 
(a).— Police. 
30. The Sanjivani, of the 2nd January, publishes a letter from 


Shootin 


Benachat® of a native woman in Habibpore, in Ranaghat, in which the writer 


ing excursion to Amda, in the sub-division of Ranaghat, during the Christ- 


mas holidays. On the 25th of December they went to the village from their 


camp, and finding a number of monkeys in a quarter of it inhabited by poor 
people, they all three aimed at them. One of the bullets missed the aim and 


rack a Bagdi woman, newly delivered of her child, in the thigh. The village 
chowkidar informed the Ranaghat Police of the affair, and the Police 


night to make an inquiry. He told the whole thing 


officer came timidly at 
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_ Says three Kuropeau gentlemen went on a shoot- © 
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to the European gentlemen, and informed them of the object. of his visit, 
The gentlemen got incensed, and asked him whether he had seen them 
shoot the woman. After a short parley the European gentlemen ealled the 
Police officer into the tent and told him something. He immediately went to 
the poor woman’s house. Some native gentlemen asked him the name and 
residence of the Europeans, but he did not give them any reply. On reach. 
ing the house the officer urged the husband of the poor woman to eend his 
wife to Ranaghat for examination. 


()— Working of the Courts. 
PRATIKAR, 


Dec. 18th, 1885. 


81. The Pratikd, of the 18th December, says that if the charge 
Mr. Anderson and Baboo Kedar brought against Baboo Kedar Nath Basu are 


Nath Basu. true, the Magistrate can prosecute him on be- 
half of Government even if Baboo Siva Kissen refuses to give his evidence, 


If Baboo Siva Kissen was averse to the prosecution, why did he place in 
the hands of the Magistrate the letters alleged to have been written by Baboo 
Kedar Nath? When he did not hesitate to place them in the hands of the 
Magistrate, he certainly approved of the prosecution. At this stage of the § 
case Baboo Kedar Nath cannot be said to have proved himself not guilty, 
The writer hopes that if he be innocent, he will be acquitted ; and the person 


who has got up the case should be punished. The writer is very anxious. that 
the guilty party may be punished. 


BURDWAN SANSIVANI, 32. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 29th December, says that the 


Doc. 29th, 1885. a cost of litigation has increased to such’ an 
earnest ce extent that people get impoverished by suits 
even of a very small value. The Chief Justice gave his opinion against the 
system of selling justice. But Government has not as yet come to its | 
senses. It has not taken any steps at all for releiving the people in this 
respect, Government is very anxious to subject the people to a severe rule, 
but it never minds to preserve their rights. Is it not one of the duties of 
Government to afford facilities to the people in protecting their 
rights ? Government makes a bargain in the matter of the dispensation 
of justice. Whether the people get justice or not at its Courts is immaterial 
to Government. It only wants to secure a revenue from the sale of justice, 
The rules of the Civil Courts are so complicated and expensive that ten 
rupees have to be spent for the recovery of ten rupees only. Litigation has not 
only become expensive, but also very harassing. Suits are never taken up 
on the day originally fixed for their hearing. Parties have to go several times 
to Court before a case is disposed of. People often have to come’ from a 
distance of several miles to Courts. After coming fruitleasly for several times, 
parties get an order just or unjust. Considering the large number of 
suits they have to decide, the Judges cannot be held responsible 
for the delay in disposing of suits. Government easily sacrificed a large 
revenue for the sake of the merchants of England, but it cannot sacrifice 4 
small source of revenue for the good of the people. The Russian and the 
Burmese difficulties are now over. Peace has been established all over 
the country ; Lord Dufferin has come down to the capital from the distant 
hill station, and he will stop in Calcutta for three or four months. Thig is the 
time when he should think of removing the grievances of the people. Rich 
and poor all are ground down by the present system of the administration: of 
justice. The writer prays that Lord Dufferin may save them all from: it.: - 
BuaRat MIHAIR, 


ee eae 33. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 31st December, says that) when’ Sit 
ae eee Richard Garth retires, the officiating Chief 
Justiceship of the Calcutta’ High COvutt 
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be conferred upon Mr. Justice Mitter, who ha claims to the 
oe It is to be hoped that Lord Dufferin will not overlook 
his claims. 


_ (he game paper says that the decision of the Deputy Commis- 
wl oi "onde of Sylhet in the Gordon case, in which 
the Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Pope, 
acquitted Mr. Gordon and asked for petmission to commit the witnesses 
for the prosecution for perjuty, is such that it reminds one of the proverbial 
Kazi justice. Indeed the Deputy Commissioner was placed in a delicate 
position. On the one hand there was Mr. Pope’s request to get the wit- 
nesses punished ; on the other, the District Superintendent of Police asked 
for the commitment of Mr. Gordon to the Sessions. Under these circum- 
stances, the Deputy Commissioner has decided that Mr. Gordon should not 
he committed to the Sessions, nor should the witnesses be prosecuted for 
perjury. Not a few coolies die in Assam from rupture of the spleen. And 
when is justice done in these cases? The deceased coolie in the case in 
question was a boy, and surely his life could not be of much value. It was 


enough that two Judges were obliged to waste so mach of their precious 
time upon his case. 


Mr. Gordon's ease. 


85. The Arya Darpan, of the Ist J apuary, says that the Pzoneer has 


oh said something wrong while speaking of the 
The Pioneer and Mr. Justice 


ieee, appointment of Mr. Justice Mitra as the 

Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court. 
It says that at his first appointmtent he could not discharge his duties with 
ability. This statement is totally unfounded. Mr. Mitra is an impartial and 
dutiful Judge. He is respeeted by every one in the High Court for his 
ability and high character. No one could find fault with him when he 
acted as Chief Justice. How, then, does the Proneer say that he could 


not show the ability that was expected of him. 


86. The Bangabdsi, of the 2nd January, says that the health of 


_ Sir Richard Garth has: for a long time not 

the leave of Sir Richard Garth. been good. There is a rule inthe High Court 
that during the absence of the Chief Justice on leave the senior Judge 
officiates for him. Now, according to thas rule, if Sir Richard takes’ leave, 
Mr. Justice Mitter, being the Senior Judge, will have to officiate. The 
Anglo-Indians cannot tolerate the idea that the nigger will again be made 
Officiating Chief Justice. To avoid the difficulty, the Pioneer has found out 
away. It has advised Lord Dufferin to grant Sir Richard pension, though 
there are yet 15 months to complete the period of service required for his 
pension. Jt has done a great service to Juord Dufferin by giving this 


advice. From what is known of Lord Dufferin, it appears likely that be 


will accept the advice proffered by the Pioneer.’ Nothing is now impos 
ble when Lord Ripon is not here. . P 


/ 

37. The Sanjivant, of the nd January, says that the meanness of a 
ae certain section of the Anglo-Indian community 
“pe | is disgusting indeed. Sir Richard Garth is 
Nl, and he cannot perform his duties. But if he takes leave, Mr. Justice 
Mitter will become the Officiating Chief Justice. In order to. prévent the 
appointment of a native to the Chief Justiceship, some Englishmen are 
advising Government to pension off Sir Ri Cy. | 
would require fifteen months 


| more to complete the period of service required 
for his pension, As 7 C 


ichard Garth at once, though it 


This will make the appointment of a new Chief Justice 
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easy. The writer does not object to the giving of a pension to Sir Richard, 
but cannot approve of the present proposal, as it has been made from ay 
evil motive. The writer cannot yet believe that Lord Dufferin will have 
anything to do with such a work. , 


- he same paper says that, in acquitting Mr. Gordon of the 
annieony ie deems of murdering a coolie boy, the Magis. | 
trate has remarked that Mr. Gordon is no more 
guilty of the murder of the lad than himself. Though said in jest, it has 
some truth in it. Because there are such Magistrates as Mr. Pope : therefore 
men like Gordon can kill coolies. There is no need of saying that this 
case should be tried again, and still the Deputy Commissioner has refused 
to bave the case retried. 


89, The Som Prakdsh, of the 4th January, recommends that the 
Appointment of Baboo Romesh Government of India should, in imitation } 
Chunder Mitter as Chief Justice. of the example of Lord Ripon, appoint the 
famous Judge Baboo Romesh Chunder Mitter to the Chief Justiceship of 


the High Court in the place of Sir Richard Garth, who is retiring on account 
of ill-health. 


40. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 4th January, is glad that the 
High Court has done justice to the Dowager 
Maharani of Burdwan, who was about to be 
made a victim of magisterial oppression. The writer exhorts the people to 


attend to the injustice and high-handedness which mark the administration 
of the criminal law in this country. 


(d)— Education. 


The Gordon case. 


Magisterial oppression. 


41. The Sahachar, of the 80th December, says that while more than 
Educational expenditure of Bengal 72 lakhs of rupees are annually spent by 
and Ireland compared. the Home Government for the education of 


5,000,000 Irishmen, only 30 lakhs and 80 thousands of rupees are spent 
annually by Government for the education of 70,000,000 Bengalis. Still 


Irishmen are dissatisfied. But Bengalis are expected to be satisfied with 
the above educational expenditure. 


42. The Surabhi and Patakda, of the 3lst December, is very glad 
Scholarships to enable Indians to to learn from Mr. Ilbert’s speech at the Cone 


study in England. vocation that Government will establish two 


scholarships in each of the Presidencies for enabling Indian students to 
prosecute their studies in England. Lord Lawrence established several such 
scholarships. But they were abolished on the plea of want of money. 


Tne writer is glad that Government is going after a long time to carry into 
effect this laudable measure. 


43. The Bharat Mihir, of the 31st December, says that by deciding 


Government scholarships to enable UPON the establishment of certain scholarships 
anys to study in English universi- with a. view to enable natives of India to 
- _._____ pursue higher studies in English universities, 
Government has entitled itself to the gratitude of the people of this country. 


The writer hopes that in awarding these scholarships merit only will be 
taken into consideration. 


44. A correspondent of the same paper says that Baboo Adinath 
Baboo Adinath Mitra, Deputy Ins- Mitra, the present Deputy Inspector of Schools, 
pester of Snare, renin Mymensingh, isin the habit of abusing the 
teachers, pundits, and inspecting pundits subordinate to him, of writing 


them rude letters, and of arbitrarily inflicting fines upon them, They are 


also occasionally made to serve him as menial servants. 


|. a 


fet, of the 2nd January, thinks that the vacancy 
a paca caused by the death of Mr. Locke, the Principal 
 Baboo Annada Prasad Bagebi. of the Art School, Calcutta, should be filled up, 
if by any person in India, by Baboo Annada Prasad Bagchi, who, after finishing 
his education at that school, has served for a long lime as a teacher in it. 
"46 The Bharat Rds, of the 2nd January, notices that in the course of 
his Convocation speech, Mr. Ilbert, the Vice- 
Mr. IIbert’s speech at the University. Ci snoellor of the Calcutta University, has 
eaid that attempt should be made to enable students to learn some lucrative 
business after passing their 'ntrance examination. There professions are now 
open to students, viz. law, medicine and engineering. Intending students 
for medicine have to pass the First examination in Arts. The standard of 
nalification was raised with a view to diminish the number of students of the 
Medical College. Students can enter the Engineering College after passing 
their Entrance examination, but the wretchedness of the passed students of 
that College has damped the zeal of students desirous of entering that 
profession. In spite of so many railways and other public works, the 
students of the Engineering College get nothing better than overseerships 
and sub-overseerships. Government is anxious to provide for the students 
of the Cooper’s Hill College. The lot of natives 1s hard indeed. India is 
not now in a condition to make or maintain an independent engineering 
profession. From Mr. Ilbert’s speech the writer has gathered that the term 
of studies for the Law examination will be shortened. The writer does not 
understand whether such a proposal is before the Syndicate of the Calcutta 
University. Many are of opinion that students should be allowed to pass 
the aw examination before passing the B.A. examination.. But the 
writer cannot approve of this proposal, for the passing the B.A. examination 
has now-a-days become an easy matter. Mr. Ilbert says that in educational 
| matters the Government cannot do, and should not attempt to do, one-tenth 
or even one-thousandth part cf what is required. All that it can do is to 
make a start to indicate the way in which it desires that things should 
co, and then leave the rest to be done by private’ enterprise 
or by means of funds locally raised and not directly under Government 
control. The writer is astonished to hear this from Mr. I)bert. The income 
of the Government of India is Rs. 70,00,00,000, and it is doubtful whether 


m™ a hundredth of this is spent on education, and Government thinks that it has 


done enough. This statement should have been very well received if 
Mr. Ilbert could show by making a comparison with France and other con- 
tinental countries that Government is spending as much as they for education. 
By this speech Mr. Ibert quietly shelves up the report of the Education 
Commission appointed by Lord Ripon. 

47. The same paper says that Messrs. Rowe and Webb, Professors 
of the Presidency College, and Mrs. Rowe 
invited the students of the above college at an 
evening party at their house. There is no doubt that much good can be 
derived if other Professors of the College follow the example of these 
gentlemen in cultivating. good feelings between students and teachers. 
Ihe writer thanks Mr. Rowe for this good work. 

48. The same paper, in reviewing the Resolution of the Government 
_ The Resolution on the report of the Of Bengal on the Annual Administration 
Director of Public Instruction. Report of the Education Department, notices 
the remark of the Lieutenant-Governor that the Sducation Commission 
recommended the transfer of certain of the Government colleges to the hands 
of Local Boards, but nothing. has been done as yet in that direction. His 
Honor thinks that the time for such transfer has come. The writer 
Winks that some large cities can provide for the bigh education of their 


Evening party to students. 


BaNGABASY!, 
Jan, 2nd, 1886. 


BuHaka? Bast, 
Jan. 2nd, 1886. 


BuHarRa? Basi. 


BHARAT Bast 


[= 


children without State aid, but people of other places cannot do so, and 
Government should provide them with high education. It may be 
hoped that when Government is going to withdraw itself from high educa. 
tion, it will undertake the education of the masses. 
pegeege™ 49. The Sddharant, of the 3rd J oir ore pr the A - 
serrate “aoe : know anything about the proceedings of the 
spinlia tho tas teas aed Seadlenss and of the Senate of the University, 
— For this reason the public cannot make ap 
agitation about any unjust proceeding of the University in proper time, 
When the public asked for an explanation of the unsatisfactory results of the 
last Entrance Examination, the Syndicate only said that there had been no 
irregularity in conducting the examination, but that it would see that 
no irregularities in connection with examinations might occur in future, 
This statement is rather suspicious. Why did the Syndicate show its eager. 
ness to prevent irregularitids in future? The writer hoped that Mr. Ibert 
would enlighten the public as to the real cause of the unsatisfactory results 
of the examination. But Mr. Ilbert has disappointed that hope and _ has 
suid ditto to the Syndicate. He also has said that there was no 
irregularity in the examination. If there was no error or dishonesty 
in connection with the examinations, why was a wrong question set by 
an examiner omitted, and the marks allotted to it distributed among the 
other questions? Many such things in connection with the examination 
may come to light on enquiry. Some members of the Senate proposed the 
appointment of a Commissioner to enquire about the cause of the unsatis- 
factory results of the examination. But these gentlemen received a rude 
reply from the Syndicate. Mr. Ilbert has not protested against such conduct 
of the Syndicate. The influence of some officers of the Education Depart- 
ment is now supreme in the Syndicate. The writer is sorry that Mr. Ibert, 
whom he knows as a liberal-hearted and impartial man, has not destroyed 
their influence. 
SoM Prakash, 50. The Som Prakash, of the 4th January, says that, from the report of 


Jan, 4th, 1886 the Director of Public Instruction, it appears 
Government Colleges. 


that the results of private collegesin the B.L. 
examination were almost as satisfactory as those of Government colleges. 


From this it may be safely concluded that the necessity for the existence of 
Government colleges has diminished. But the writer does not desire that 
all the Govern::ent colleges should be abolished. The Government colleges 
serve as models to the private colleges, which have been established in 
Calcutta. It being so, the abolition of all Government colleges may 
cause injury to high education. At least one Government college should 
be maintained. But the writer desires that Government colleges and 
schools should be maintained for some time longer in those places where 
the people are not yet ina position to maintain schools or colleges them- 
selves. As the time has come for Government to relieve itself of the 
expenses for high education, the time has come for it to spend money upon 
mass education. | 


51. The Navavibhadkar, of the 4th January, says that it has no objec 


Pee ita Si tion to the making of rules for compelling native 
Engineering College SP’ students in the Shibpore Engineering College, 


sian _____ who are reluctant to do manual work, to do 9%, 
but it will be very unjust if the rules are very rigorous. It is admitted on all 


hands that native students belonging to respectable families are not generally 
capable of continuous and hard manual Jabour like English and Eurasiap 
students. (Government will lay itself open to blame if the rules are 80 
rigorous as to practically exclude native students from the Shibpore Engi- 
neering College, which is maintained with the money of natives, The college 
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tabliched for teaching Bengali students various industries. The 
bee ai stadente should be induced to work by mild treatment. 

59, The same paper approves of the rules that the students to whom 
the State scholarships will be awarded will be 
selected by the Universities of Calcutta, Bombay, 
fadras, and the Punjab ; that the holders of scholarships will have to obtain a 
thorough knowledge of one subject, . and not a smattering of many subjects, 
and that they will be deprived of their scholarships if their progress in educa- 
tion is not satisfactory, or if their character becomes vicious. 

58 The Urdu Guide, of the 6th January, says that the poverty of 
the Mussulmans prevents them from making 
progress in high education. For this reason 
Mussulmans cannot obtain high posts. The writer recommends that Gov- 
ernment should give effect to the recommendations of the Education Com- 
mission upon the subject of Mussvlman education as soon as possible. 


The State scholarships. 


Mussulman education. 


(ce) —Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


54. The Bhdrat Basi, of the 2nd January, says that Government is 

resolved to amalgamate the Suburbs with 
Calcutta; so all the opposition of the press 
and of the people is of no avail. Now the question is how are the 
Commissioners to be elected? Mr. Reynolds thinks that the number of 
Government nominees should be one-fourth or one-fifth of that of the 
elected members ; but Mr. Harrison says that the number should be half 
of that of elected members. His reason is this, the number of Hindu voters 
is very large, and so a very large number of elected Commissioners will be 
Hindus. This is borne out by the results of the last election but one. 
Mr. Harrison thinks that the number of Hindu Commissioners should be 
diminished a little, but he admits at the same time that the Hindu Commis- 


Mr. Harrison. 


sioners devote more of their time and trouble for the municipality than the 


Commissioners of any other race. They attend meetings and they do municipal 
work out of door. Mahomedan and Christian Commissioners do not work 
a fourth as hard as the Hindus. They do not attend meetings of the Town 
Council, and they do not think of working for public good. No sooner 
had the question of the necessity of the attendance of Kuropean Commissioners 
= been raised, than Mr. Harrison proposed that a fee should be given for the 
attendance of Commissioners, So it becomes apparent that those for whose 
attendance Mr. Harrison is so anxious will not come unless they are paid 
for their attendance. The writer does not understand why the attendance 
of those who expect a fee should be insisted. upon. But if Mr. Harrison 
thinks of defeating Hindu Commissioners anyhow, this is a very nice 
expedient indeed. From Mr. Harrison’s note, and the comments of the 
Englishman newspaper upon it, it is apparent that Mr. Harrison is un- 
willing to see the preponderance of Hindu Commissioners in the munici- 
-pality which ties his hands to avery great extent. Mr. Harrison thinks 
that out of 25 Government nominees, four should be merchants, four trades- 
men, two Mahomedans, two fellows of the Calcutta University, one a 
Member of the British Indian Association, one a member of the Indian 


Association, and one a member of the Anglo-Indian Association, five to. 


represent washermen, barbers, milkmen, and coachmen, and six chosen 
by Goverament any way it likes, The writer thinks that Mr. Harrison’s 
brain is in disorder, otherwise why should he speak nonsense? Why 
should members be chosen from the different Associations? What has the 


Municipality to do with these? Why should the Commissioners be chosen 
for the religion they profess ? 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
Jan. 4th, 1886. 


Urpvu GuIpDE, 
Jan. 6th, 1886. 


BHARAT BasI, 
Jan. 2nd, 1886. 


BuaRaT Basi. 


SaNJIVANT, 


SaDHARANI, 
Jan. 3rd, 1886. 


SaMAYa, 
Jan. 4th, 1886. 
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55. The same paper says that out of the six Hindu Commissione, 


nominated by Government for Calcutta, thre. 

bs Gevaanaat ie of Commissioners are unknown to the public. Could not the 
Lieutenant-Governor find six  well-know, 

Hindus in Calcutta? Though the number of Hindu Commissioners ;, 
less by two than the number of other Commissioners who are not Hindus 
still in actual work the Hindus will be more useful than the rest. 
56. The Sanjtvani, of the 2nd January, is sorry to notice that some 


people are suspecting that Baboos Kalinath 
Baboos Kalinath Mittra and Suren- Mittra and Surendranath SBanerjee,: who 
dranath Banerjee. : ’ 


as Commissioners of the Calcutta Munic. 
pality, were known for their independence, are anxious now to become 
members of the Bengal Legislative Council, and are therefore advocating 
the scheme of the amalgamation of the Suburbs with Calcutta, to which one 
of them at least was formerly opposed. But even if they have changed their 
Opinion, no charge of venality can lie against them. 


57. A correspondent of the Sddhdrant, of the 3rd January, says 
oom oP that Babvo Brajalal Mutter has been 
Pn Muaiciality Ss removed from the Vice-Chairmanship of the 


Santipore Municipality for the following 
offences :—(1) that the Auditor upon coming to inspect the office could 


not obtain accounts for bills to the amount of Rs. 1,800; (2) though 
money has been charged from the office for the purchase of compasses, | 
no compasses have been bought; (38) that though he took five rupees per 
month as travelling allowances for inspecting the town, no one but the 


people living on the road leading from his house to Sbambazar could get 
a glimpse of him. 


58. Acorrespondent of the Samaya, of the 4th January, says that 
during the recent floods a tank belonging to 


the Maheshpore Municipality overflowed 
its banks, and the Commissioners let out the water by cutting one of its sides 


without making provisions for preventing the escape of the fish in it. When 
tiie fish were all gone they charged two fishermen, who were. passing 
through the bazar with their net, with having stolen fish. The Deputy Magis- 
trate of Bongong released these poor men as not guilty. ‘the writer 
blames the Commissioners for bringing such a foolish charge and giving 
poor men a lot of trouble. The writer does not understand why the rate- 
payers did not sue the Commissioners for neglecting their duty of preven: 
ting the escape of the fish reared at the cost of the municipality. 


The Maheshpore Municipality. 


59. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 4th January, says that the 


a Pa nO ee ae amended rules under the Self-Government 
wo Act have been published in the Calcutis 


: | Gazette of the 16:h December. These rules 
are substantially the same as those that were published in a previous issue 


of the Gazette, with only one serious alteration with regard to the election 
of the members of the Union Committee. The former rule was that all 
who pay the chowkidari tax should be entitled to vote at the election, 
but now the right of voting has been confined only to those who pay 3 
rupee in the year. This is certainly an improvement, for, under the former 
rule, the number of voters would have been inconveniently large, But the 
14th rule makes the attendance of at least 10 per cent. of the inhabitants 
of an union necessary for a valid election. Under the operation of this 
rule, many unions will not be able to elect their members, and Government 


( @ } 


will have to elect them. The qualification of voters has been fixed at the 

ayment of one rupee either as the chowkidari tax or as the road cess in 

the year. If the number of such qualified voters were 15 per cent. of the 

population, there would be no difficulty in the operation of the rule No. 14. 

But the writer thinks that in many unions the number falls short of even 

| 10 per cent. of the population. Under these circumstances a change in rule 
14 has become necessary to avoid the difficulties of election. 


( f )— Questions affecting the land. 


60. The Sdrasvatpatra, of the 23rd December, is very glad to read  saeasvarrarm, 

oe the judgment of the High Court in the 2% rd, 18%. 
-cosbacarecammatearacesat case of the old Maharani of Burdwan against 
the Court of Wards. The executive often practice great oppression under the 
protection of the law relating to the Court of Wards. The oppressed dare 
not have recourse to higher Courts. The press cries for some time, but it 
cries in vain. There is none, however, who can prevent the Court of Wards 
becoming unpopular and losing the respect of the people in this way. The 
Bich Court has this time seen a specimen of the working of that Court. 
The writer hopes that after this Government will amend the law about the 

Court of Wards and the executive. 
61. A correspondent of the Bharat Basi, of the 2nd January, says — Branar Bast, 


3 that the Palchowdry zemindars of Latudaha Jn. 2nd, 1886. 
The Palchowdries of Latudaha. 


in Nuddea are well known. One of them, 
Mathura Mohan Pal Chowdhuri, and his amla, greatly oppressed the 


raiyats. Mathura Mohun has lately died, but his tenants have not got any 
relief from that event. His officers have rather grown more oppressive. 
Ranabanda, a small village about 16 miles to the north-east of Kishnagore, 
is included in his zemindari. Siru Mandal of that village is one of 
‘his tenants. | Siru maintains a large family by agriculture. The 
zemindar harassed this man for ten years with lawsuits, and the reason 
is this: In the Bengali year 1282, the jute crop of the zemindar 
was destroyed, and he suspected Siru of having caused the mischief, 
summoned him to his cutchery, and fined him Rs. 300. Siru refused to 
pay, and hence these lawsuits against him. The poor man had often to 
come to Kishnagore, and sometimes to live there for more than a month, 
leaving his family and his agriculture. Government has done much for poor 
people in this country, but it is a matter of great regret that wicked 
| zemindars should oppress their tenants so greatly under the English rule. 


(g)—Ratlways and communication including canals and irrigation. 


62. The Bhdrat Basi, of the 2nd January, has heard fora long time _Baazr Bass, 
iia that Government will look to the convenience Jan. 2nd, 1886. 
| ofthe passengers travelling by the interme- 

diate class, The passengers of this class pay nearly. double as much 
as those of the third-class, but they suffer all the 
of third class passengers. There is no waiting-room at the stations for pas- 
sengers of these classes. If an intermediate class passenger misses 
a train in one of the small stations, he has to stand till another 
train comes. such passengers are booked at a Separate window at 
Howrah indeed, but they have no place to sit in. ‘The Gov- 
ernment of India is now trading in railways, and so it should look 
to the convenience of passengers. It is very difficult to purchase third-class 
tickets at Howrah. If three persons sell tickets at three separate windows, 
ioe crowding may become considerably less. The writer prays that some 
ugh official may be sent to enquire into these matters. When Government is 
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trading, it should remove at least some of the inconveniences of the 
assen ers. 
ia ek. , 63. The Sddhdrani, of the 3rd January, says that, though people pay 
money to the Railway Companies, they have 
—— oe YS he oppression at their hands. {s there 
overnmente . . ° ° 
no remedy for this evil? It is certain that if 
Government carries on those trades in which the slightest neglect Causes 
great inconvenience to the public, the people will suffer great inconvenience, 
inasmuch as there is no one to whom people can complain against Govern- 
ment. Those who did not know this vefore have come to knowit after seeing 
the troubles of the passengers of the Hastern Bengal Railway since its 
coming under the management of Government. Not only is there undue 
delay in the arrival of trains to stations, but men cannot travel comfortably 
even in second-class carriage. If poor men get by mistake into an inter. 
mediate class carriage, they are most rudely treated. Bat if a man who has 
purchased an intermediate class ticket has to travel in the third class, 
he receives no compensation. By carrying on a trade in the dispen- 
sation of justice, Government has converted the law courts into 
hells. Railways too will become similarly dreadful places under § 
Government management. Because the different Railway Authorities 
have combined they can oppress the people. The people must 
combine if they want to put an end to the oppression of the Railway 
Authorities. 
Anasbe Banas 64. The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 4th January, says that it 
ATRIK4S, * . + Ae * . 
Jan, 4th, 1886. i Basten Denesd Belton. is not its object to dwell upon the miseries 
of the millions of India; if only means to 
publish the tale of the miseries caused by the Eastern Bengal Railway. 
Since the transfer of this Railway to Government, people have to suffer 
great oppression and inconvenience. One Huropean gentleman, unable to 
bear these oppressions, brought a criminal suit against the Manager and 
got him punished. The condition of the employés is even more deplor- 
able than that of the passengers of the Railway. ‘The work done by three 
persons under the Company has now been entrusted to one person, and 
many of them get no time either for taking food or for sleeping. They 
are fined on the slightest pretext. Many pay in fines more than what they 
get as their salary, and so they have to bring money from home. This 1s 
not the utmost limit of their misery. The authorities have now taken 
an agreement from their employés, which reduces them to a condition 
worse than that of slaves and deprives them of all comforts in the world. 
The Railway is now under the direct management of Government, and the 
agreement has been possibly framed with the knowledge of Government 
authorities. Tne writer is afraid that Government will take similar 
agreement from all natives serving under it. Itis only trying the exper 
ment in the Hastern Bengal State Railway. But Government will be 
put to shame and the English rule in India disgraced if any great mal 
of England brings to the knowledge of the public the miserable condition 
of the people of India, and makes the agreement his text in the same Way 
as Mr. Seymour Keay delivered his speech the other day on the subject 
of the poverty of India, and as Mr. Slagg published his work on the miseries 


of the Indian people. But those who rule with physical force are not likely 
to be ashamed of discredit or disgrace. 


(h)— General. 
Boapwark Sanzirvant, 


65. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 27th December, says that 1,000 

Dec. 29th, 1885. ky é ; ; 
iad additional English troops will leave for Indi 

: from England on the 2nd January, and tbe 
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the other 9,000 troops will start from England in the course of the month of 
January. Government paid no heed to the unanimous remonstrances of 
the natives against the proposal of increasing the strength of the army 
during a time of peace; but the people will have to pay for the 
‘ncrease. The cost of maintaining this additional number of troops 
will not be paid either from the English treasury or from the pockets of the 
cae | The Sahachar, of the 30th December, says that the strength of 
: the English troops will be increased by 
The increase of thenumber of troops 10,000. The Secretary of State has said 
and the imposition of an income ‘x that the annual military expenditure will 
‘ncrease by two crores and a half. The imposition of an Income tax has 
been decided upon. The writer says that there was no necessity for an 
‘ncrease in the number of English troops in India. If an increase in the 
| number of troops in India had been at all necessary, the number of the 
native troops should have been slightly increased. This would have 
served the purpose as well, and would have been at the same 
time economical. The English Government had been able to quell 
the mutiny with the aid of 25,000 English troops. Cannot then 
the present number of English troops suffice at this time of peace and 
supreme influence of England in India. Russia is far off. There is no 
probability of her invading India? If an Income tax is imposed, the 
license tax, which is an income tax upon the trading community, should be 
abolished. An income tax will be beneficial in one respect. It will touch 
the pockets of the Anglo-Indians and thus lead them to sympathise with 
patives. 
67. The Surabhe and Patdka, of the 3lst December, says that the 


military expenditure of India has been enor- 
The Income tax. s 


mously increased for the strengthening of the 
north-western and the eastern frontier. Not only fortresses are being 


constructed, but the strength of the native troops has been considerably 
increased and the number of the English troops has been permanently in- 
creased by 10,000 men. The officials are recommending the re-imposition of 
an income tax. The income tax is preferable to other taxes as it will 
touch the pockets of the English officials. The writer would not have 
opposed the imposition of an income tax if some other objectionable 
tax had been abolished and the income tax had been substituted for 
it. But the writer cannot contemplate the prospect of the imposition 
of an income tax in addition to the present taxes without shudder- 
ing. The writer says that Government should, at this time of finan- 
cial difficulty, re-impose the import duties, which it abolished in 
the interest of the Manchester merchants on the plea that the state 
of the Indian finances was flourishing enough to admit of the abolition 


of those duties. But Government will not venture to displease the © 


Manchester merchants. 


68. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 31st December, says that owing to 

he aie toe the expenditure on military operations this 
. year, the financial condition of the Govern- 

ment of India has become straitened. Many measures have already been 
adopted with a view to overcome the difficulty. Provincial Governors and 
Lieutenant-Governors have to the best of their ability reduced expenditure. 
These retrenchments have told heavily upon those departments whose 


operations chiefly affect the people of this country. The educational grant 
has been redu 


ced, while th ; hs 
been this year e the prosecution of all works of public utility has 


suspended for lack of funds. But these measures of 
economy have not in the least 


. affected Europeans ; nay, on the contrary, 
thanks to Lord Dufferin and the Secretary of State, nota few among 


SAHACHAR, 
Dec. 80th, 1885. 


SonaByl & Pataxka, 
Dec. 31st, 1885. 


BHaRaT MIBIR, 
Dec. 31st, 1886. 
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them have become gainers. At this time of financial difficulty the pay 
of the Punjab Civilians has been increased. At this time, again, Sir Rivers 
Thompson has been allowed, contrary to the rules, to enjoy a month’s leave 
on full pay. There have been ulso other instances of a like nature. Of 
course there is nothing to be wondered at in all this, inasmuch as Govern. 
ment has in these cases but followed its usual policy. It has, however, 
very probably; owing to its action in these cases, lost the respect of the 
people in a great measure. The consequences of Government's satisfying 
its desire for war do not stop here. Further troubles are in store fo; 
the natives of India. Government has proposed to impose an income tax 
to strengthen its financial position. The Secretary of State is almost 
sure to approve of the proposed measure. Far from adopting measures 
likely to please the people, Lord Dufferin has, since his arrival in India, 
done many acts which have dissatisfied them. Sull the people have not 
ceased to respect him. But it is certain that if he imposes an income 
tax, he will completely forfeit the respect of the Indian population. 
agen 69. The same paper says that the Lahore Association is about to 
sea ac 2 ae petition the Secretary of State, praying that 
— Aitchison and Sir Rivers Sir Charles Aitchison, whose term of office 
coe will shortly expire, may be allowed to continue 
for some time longer as the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab. By 
certain of his public acts Sir Charles has endeared himself to the 
people of the Punjab. They desire the continuance of Sir Charles in office, 
while the people of Bengal are anxiously waiting for the day on which §ir 


Rivers Thompson will retire. Will not even this help Sir Rivers torealise his 
true position ? 


Buanat Minin. 70. The same paper asks, is the object of inviting European powers to 


send their representative to the forthcoming 
Camp of Exercise at Umballa only to make be- 
fore them an exhibition of the valour of the Indian army? Whatever other 


results the measure may lead to, one thing is certain, namely, that it will 


occasion considerable waste of expenditure. 
SauvaD PaaBHakaB, 


ae 71. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 31st December, says that, since 
whe rumoured resignation of Sir his appointment as the Lieutenant-Governor 
Rivers Thompson. of Bengal, the health of Sir Rivers Thompson 
has given way. The public has repeatedly and unanimously declared that 
he should resign. But Sir Rivers never listened to them. Nobody could 
be so anxious for the preservation of Sir Rivers’ health as Sir Rivers himself. 
This shows that he has not lost his health altogether. Some say that Sir Rivers 
Thompson’s affection for Bengal is so great that he cannot bear the idea 
of leaving it. However, Sir Rivers cannot stay till the expiration of the 
term of his office. Rumour has it that he will resign before the ensuing hot 
season. Speculation is already rife as to who is to be _ his successor. 
Some think that Sir Steuart Bayley will come in his place. He is a civilian 
of a respectable family, able, quiet, wise, and just. He knows the 
Bengalis well, and the Bengalis know him well. If Sir Steuart does not 
accept the appointment, people will be very glad if it be given to Mr. Bernard. 
Some say that Sir Lepel Griffin will become the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal. He is an able man indeed, but he is not the Governor who will 
sult a progressive country like Bengal. The writer tninks that if the 


appointment is not given to Mr. Bernard, it should be given to some respect 
able English statesman, like Lord Reay of Bombay. 


D : ‘ : Bey kde 
‘ae 1st, tous 72. The drya Darpan, of the lst J anuary, says that malarious fever has 
Epidemic fever in Burdwan. not made its appearance 10 Bur dwan this y eal. 


—S It has disappeared altogether after devasting 
the district for twenty years. What is the reason of this? The floods see 
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- . weve the health of the people. They have washed away all 
” seitiee Heo the land. This proves the theory started by Raja Digambar 
Mitra about the origin of malarious fever. Formerly the Damuda and the 
hjay used to inundate the districts of Burdwan and Nuddea ; but the 
: sbankmente have put a stop to these inundations, and the rivers cannot 
“ash away impurities. Many of the rivers have also silted up. Govern- 
rent should direct its attention to these things. It should open up the 


drainage of the country. 


72, The Bheri, of the Ist January, hears that the Government of 
India has sent a proposal for the re-imposition 
of the income tax tothe Secretary of State 
or India. The news will undoubtedly be very painful to the people ; 
Bhut when the protectors become themselves oppressors, the protected 
are hopeless. If the rules that are framed by Government at ‘the time of 
imposing atax are strictly observed, much oppression may be avoided ; 
hut this is not done: the assessors are in the habit of assessing for 
fve hundred rupees persons who have scarcely an income of a hundred 
rupees. 


| Income tax. 


74, Thesame paper says that, though Sir Rivers Thompson has 


i i eaten become unpopular by everything he has done 
since his accession, he is surely not born for 

doing unmixed evils. Up to this time he has got only odium by his acts, but 
that is not the reason why he should not be praised if he says anything good ; 
his old sins are not to be washed away by his modern good actions. Odium 
certainly willbe the lot of anyone who speaks favourably of a J.ieutenant- 
Governor whose heart did not melt at the horrible sight at the dlipore(?) Jatt, 
and who was not moved by the supplications of thousands to show mercy 
‘to poor Tincowri Pal. But whose heart will not rejoice to see 
= the appearance of a sense of justice in the actions of the Lieutenant- 
Governor? He was not actuated by malice in all he did; but he has 
made many mistakes, and these mistakes are unpardonable. In the recent 
Durbar held at Belvedere he has said something which has displeased 
= many of the Editors of newspapers. Many know how these newspapers 
s are sworn enemies to Sir Rivers Thompson. The Ananda Bazar Patrika, 
ithe Sddhardni, the Bangabasi, and the Daimk have pointed out how 
a ufechha has in a manner encouraged the Hindoos in adopting ua- 
Hindoo customs. If the ruler sees that his subjects are doing wrong in the 
name of religion, will it not be a part of his duty to try to put a stop to it ? 
It would have been difficult to put a stop to Suttee if these newspapers were 
as influential as they are at present. If these Editors could prove con- 
| Clusively that widow-marriage is opposed to the spirit of Hindoo shastras, 
m then they could have said with some show ofreason that the Lieutenant- 
# Governor has disregarded the Queen’s proclamation by interfering with 


m llindoo religion, but Hindoo pundits have shown from Hindoo shastras that 
| widow-marriage is allowed by them. 


79. The Al Punch, of the 1st January, sarcastically says that the Indians 
Init’, English Government and should bear the expenses of the strengthening 


The 


Of the frontier, for this is being done 
~ their benefit, and that it is not necessary to repeal the Arms Acct when 
overnment is defending Indians against all enemies. It is also a just 


arrangement that the wealth obtained in Burmah should t 
and that taxes should be imposed upon Indians. lisesi 


BHERI, 
Jan. lst, 1886. 


AL PUNCH, 
Jan. lst, 1886. 
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76. The Bangabdsi, of the 2nd January, asks its countrymen to by 
prepared for an income tax which the Englis, 
are going to impose on their Indian empire, 
The Government is in great financial difficulty, and it cannot do withoy 
the imposition of such atax. Government has achieved a great wonder, 
It has completely removed the possibility of a Russian invasion by spending 
lots of money on the Pindi Durbar, the Delimitation Commission, th 
Panjedeh affair, and in pleasing the Amir. The natives are now required to 
sacrifice a portion of their income. The difficulty is all over except in the 
matter of the settlement of the boundary. There was some difficulty whey 
Sir Peter Lumsden was in Central Asia, and some difficulty was raised onl 
the other day at the time of Colonel Ridgeway. So all the difficulties 
are over. Railways are being constructed and fortifications raised. So there 
is no fear of the Russians. Why should not then the natives pay the oew 
tax ? Again, India was going to be ruined by the mis-government in 
Burmah, and so the English were obliged to achieve the conquest of that 
country ata great cost. The cost should be paid by the natives of India, 
Whether they are in a position to pay or not 1s no matter. 


Tho income tax. 


77. The same paper notices the prevalence of gambling in public 
Gambling at the Great Eastern at the Great Eastern Hotel during the Christ. 
Hotel. mas Holidays. Generally they gamble on the 
pretext of doing something for some church or other religious association, 
The writer draws the attention of Government to these things. 


78. Thesame paper says that Government will not allow people to 
use untaxed salt, but it deserves great 
praise for its attempt to provide untaxed 
salt for the use of cattle and for agricultural purposes. But the writer 
considers the lives of men to be more valuable than those of cattle, 
and Government should make arrangements by which those who cannot 
pay the salt tax may use untaxed salt. There are hundreds of 
thousands of men in India who have not as yet seen Liverpool 
salt. There are many who still use salt produced from such things as the 
dried plantain leaves and so forth. They have to prepare even this inferior 
kind of salt in private, for if Government comes to know it, they are sure to be 
punished. Government can acquire great merit by doing half as much for 
these poor men as it is doing for cattle. It tas abolished the cotton duties 
that poor men may use the clothes manufactured in England, but it cannot 
sacrifice revenue to enable poor men to season their rice with salt. The 
writer is not a politician, and so he cannot understand the meaning of the 
policy of Government. He has for along time prayed to Government for the 
abolition of this branch of public revenue. Cannot an equal amount of revenue 
be derived by imposing duties on any other articles? The duty on liquor can 
be doubled. The cotton duties can be re-imposed. Poor men should not be 
Subjected to salt tax. 


The salt tax. 


79. The Bharat Bast, of the 2nd January, says that, at a time when 
the financial difficulty of the Government is 
so great that it is obliged to impose an income 


tax on the people, it is going to spend a large sum of money to hold a Camp 
of Exercise. Nobody yet knows the object for which it is being 


The Camp of Exercise. 


held. 


80. The Nava Medini, of the 20d January, hears that Lord Dufferin 


has sent a proposal to the Secretary of State 
| for India for the imposition of an income 
The writer cannot believe that the Viceroy, so highly spoken of by 


The income tax. 


tax. 
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Lord Ripon pany Bright, should take a step injurious to the interests of 
ndia. 
the it te Dacca Prakash, of the 8rd January, says that the people of India 
have not yet forgotten the oppression caused 
The income tax. by the income tax. The writer thinks that 
all classes of men should unite to protest against the imposition of this tax. 
Government is now saying that the license tax is not at all inconvenient 
because the people did not agitate against it. Let not Government have 
‘an opportunity of saying so again with regards to the income tax. 
. 89 The Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 4th January, says that already 
there are 66,000 thousands of European troops 
in India; not content with this number, the 
Tory Government has increased the European Army by an addition of 10,000 
men, The English suppressed the Sepoy Mutiny with only 45,000 Kuropean 
soldiers. Has their prowess diminished to such an extent that they now 
require 76,000 men over and above the native army consisting of 1,800,000 
loyal soldiers. Why is this increase in the army going to be made without any 
reason 2? Increase of the army means an increase in its costs. Increase of 
costs means an increase of revenue, which means increase of taxation. But the 
poor people of India cannot bear the burden of an increase in their taxation. 
82. The Srimanta Saddgar, of the 4th January, says that those who eat 
raw flesh and half-boiled things may not require 
. salt to season their food, and even if they require 
it they have no want of money. but the millions of India cannot do without 
salt, and Government is not willing to give them salt at a cheap rate. 
| When the price of salt is 8 annas per maund, Government imposes a tax of 
Rs. 2 upon it. Butthisis a better state of things; the tax was much 
higher before. It isunjustto tax such an indispensable necessary of life. 
Government understands the injustice of the thing, but it cannot sacrifice 
revenue. Recently it has been proposed to abolish the tax on the salt used 
for the feeding of cattle and for agricultural purposes. But, asks the writer, 
are the Indian people worse than Indian cattle that Government thinks 
of viving the cattle a privilege which is denied to the people P 
84. The Navavibhakar, of the 4th January, says that, in abo- 
lishing import duties, and in imposing 
direct taxes, the English Government follows 
the practice in vogue in England without considering whether it is suited 
to India. Butin the matter of conferring political privileges upon the 
people, the English Government is not inclined to follow the system 
existing in England. When the question of conferring political privileges 
upon Indians arises, Government insists upon differences in the character 
and situation of Englishmen and Indians. There is a great difference 
between the privileges of Englishmen and Indians. Had even the hundredth 
part of the oppression which is committed in India in the matter of taxation 
been committed in England, an opposition like that of Hampden to the 
levying of ship money would have occurred again. While in England the 
Government cannot take a single penny from the people as taxes without 
the consent of the House of Commons, the Government is not bound in 
India to have regard to the wishes or capabilities of the people. Where 
the power of the officials is so unlimited, it is certain that there will be 
soppression in the collection of direct taxes. It being so, experienced states- 
men like Sir Charles Trevelyan considers a direct tax like the income tax 
unsuited to India. While England is very rich, India is very poor. 
+ England people having an annual income under Rs. 1,500 are not 
lable to pay the income tax. But the number of persons in England 
having anoual incomes above that sum are so large that their united annual 
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income amounts to 600 crores of rupees, and the. proceeds of the tax amount 


to 12 crores of rupees. But the united annual income of the 200 million 
of India amounts only to 400 crores of rupees. Even if annual income, 
of 500 rupees or upwards are assessed under the Income tax, not so much ag 
two crores of rupees will be raised. From this it is evident that a direct 
tax like te income tax is not suited to a country like India. The write, 
recommends that, instead of imposing an Income tax, Government should 
bring the incomes of highly paid officials within the scope of the License tay 
and if that does not suffice, the import duties should be reimposed; even 
if that does not suffice the salt duties should be increased. The writer 
requests Lord Dufferin to consider all circamstances and not to suffer him. 
self to be guided by the views of European political economists. 

85. The same paper says that no one need be told how much money 

Waste of Indian money for the belonging to Indians finds its way into the 

benefit of Englishmen. pockets of Englishmen. A very large sum jg 
spent annually upon the salaries, pensions and allowances of the Civilians, § 
The military expenditure of India alsois considerably increasing. Of the 20 
to 25 crores sent annually to England, the largest portion is spent upon the | 
pensions of the Civilians, upon the salaries of those who manage Indian 
affairs from England, upon the pretended military expenditure for India in 
England, and upon the maintenance of the Cooper’s Hill College. From 12 
to 14 crores of rupees are spent annually upon the English soldiers in 
India. There are many items in the military expenditure which are 
clearly a waste of money. Between 1864 and 1881) the annual 
military expenditure of India has increased by more than one crore of 
rupees. Government has been obliged to say that this increase in expendi- 
ture has not always been made for the benefit of India. But the writer 
knows that the increase in the expenditure has been in all cases made for 
the benefit of the English soldiers. Had Indians had control over the 
finances, such increase of military expenditure could not have gone on; 
but because they do not possess that power, the annual military expenditure 
is being further increased by three crores of rupees. 

86. ‘Tne same paper says that the sympathy of Bengalis with Burmese 

Sympathy of Bengalis with the 0es not prove, as the HLuglishman thinks it 

Burmese. does, their disloyalty, but that they are not so 
selfish as to forget considerations of justice, and that they can feel the injustice 
of depriving an innocent king of his dominion and a weak nation of its 
independence. 

87. The Samaya, of the 4th January, thinks that the income tax 


Pn Meee ee will be re-imposed. India has to pay the cost 
of all wars and other things. The writer does 
not understand in how many ways will Government annoy the weak inhabi- 
tants of India. India for Indians isa hoax. The English are not yet 
satisfied with sucking the life-blood of natives. The writer is aware that 
Government will not listen to any remonstrances, still he would advise it to 
think over the matter while yet there is time. 
‘8. The Som Prakash, of the 4th January, referring to the intention 


i the ik ha aia of the Indian Association of Lahore to sub- 

mit a petition for the extension of the term of 

office of Sir Charles Aitchison, says that the people naturally Jove and try 

to secure a long stay of just Governors. But nobody perhaps need be 

informed whether the people of Bengal wish for the further stay 1 
India of Sir Rivers Thompson, whose term of office is about to expire. 

59. The same paper says that it is rumoured that an income tax 

ii iiailalaialie will be imposed. Lord Dufferin is eager 

earn a reputation like that of Lord Lyttop. 


[we 


English Government were going to impose that tax, 
: bso 09 hong that they had not been able to sufficiently impoverish 
Faia b the imposition of the Road Cess, Police, License and Salt taxes. 
= ast seems to have decided that unnecessary wars will have to be 
‘d taken that much money will have to be wasted upon the unnecessary 
‘rengtheni0g of frontiers, for the maintenance of English youths and upon 
the residence of the Governors on the hills. Though Government is not 
‘nclined to listen to natives, the writer, as a loyal subject, must point out its 
sor. The Pioneer has tried to reassure the people by saying that the rate of 
the tax will be very small. Does this mean that a small rate of income tax 
will be imposed upon a very large number of people ? Even a small rate of 
Mm: come tax will press very heavily upon the poor. The writer recommends 
hat, if an income tax is at all to be imposed, a high rate should be fixed 
and should be imposed upon men possessing a large income. 


90, The Samvdd Prabhasxar, of the 6th January, says that a title hag 54™B4> Pranuaxar, 


only because he went to China with 
Mr. Macavlay and thereby did a great service to Government. But, asks the 
writer, why no title has been given to Baboo Prasanna Cumar Surbadhikart 
orto Baboo Radhika Prasanna Mukarjee, who are senior to Baboo ‘Sarat 
Chandra in the Education Service, and who have discharged the duties of 
their office with credit. The writer does not understand why men like 
Justice Romesh Chundra Mitter are not honoured with titles. Why is 
Baboo Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, the ornament of the Subordinate 
Executive Service, not honoured with a title? The writer says that it is 
impossible to expect discrimination of merit during the administration of 
Sir Rivers Thompson. 


91. The Samvdd Purnachandrddaya, of the 6th January, saysthat the Samvap Purna- 


. | CHANDRODAYA, 
Se people of India are already overtaxed. They 
el ax. 


Jan. 6th, 1886. 
are sure to be ruined if the income tax 
be added to their burdens which are already too heavy for them. 


II I—LEGIsLaAtive. 


92. The Surabhi and Patdka, of the 3lst December, is exceedingly gg ig tapers 
| glad that Baboo Anandamohun Bose, who ~*~ 
Appointment of Baboo Ananda- ! : ; 
mohun Bose as a Member of the 18 @ learned, experienced and independent- 


Bengal Council. minded man, as well as the representative 


of an important political Association in Calcutta, has been appointed as 
Member of the Bengal Council. 


93. The Urdu Guide, of the 1st January, referring to the Provision Us0v Gu:pz, 


: ) Jan, 1st, 1886. 
cs of the Maimons Bill says that Maimons who ‘™ 
The Maimon Bill. 


desire to be guided by the law as laid down 
in the Koran should register their names, says that it is ver 


Mies 7 : y 
objectionable that the Maimons who desire to be guided by the Koran 
should be required to register their names when the majority of the 
Maimons are in favour of such arrangements instead of the minority who 


do not desire to be guided by the Koran. Where is again the necessity of 


legislation and registration of names for enabling 4 Mussulman to follow 
the rules of the Koran ? 


34, The Bhert, of the lst January, is very glad to notice the appoint- 


“i. 2h ment of Mr. A. M. Bose to the Bengal Jan. ist, 1985. 


7 __ Legistative Council. Mr. Bose is a man of 
great independence of spirit and much is expected of him. 


Jd. The Sanjivani, of the 2nd J anuary, says the Hindus had the 


The Arms Act, right of using arms all through the Maho- 4». 2nd, 1886. 
onde medan period. The Arms Act was enacted 
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for a short time during the Sepoy Mutiny. Some change in the law wa 
made in 1860, but it did not disarm the whole population, and the publ, 
was put to no inconvenience for self-defence. But in 1878 the Ag 
was so amended that certain sections of it disarmed the people all ove 
the country. Lord Lytton enacted, in a time of profound peace, a law which 
was not deemed necessary in the time of rebellion. The people of Indi, 
are known for their loyalty, but Lord Lytton for the first time impugned 
it by providing the above sections of the Arms Act. He has also done a greg 
mischief by making a destinction of race as tothe using of arms, 4 
common Eurasian can use arms, but a native cannot. Many parts of Indi, 
are yet full of jungle, and people there have no means of defending 
themselves from the attacks of wild animals. Many lives are destroyed 
by these in these parts. The Arms Act was discussed in the National 
Conference which was held recently in Calcutta. If not the whole Act, 
many sections of it should be repealed as svon as possible. 

96. The Bhdrat Basi, of the 2nd January, is glad to hear that 


Siodels Acces ‘bien 0 Gell. Rajah Ameer Hossain, a renowned talukdar 


of Oudh, has been appointed Member of the 
Legislative Council of India. Rajah Ameer Hossain is known for his 


liberality in endowing educational institutions in the United Provinces. 


97. The same paper is glad to notice the appointment of Mr. A. M 


Bose as a Member of the Bengal Legislative 
ee Council. Mr. Bose isa genius. The writer 


is confident that he will be able to discharge the duties of his office ably 
and in an independent manner. 


98. The Nava Medini, of the 2nd January, is very glad to hear of the 


is 5 ek Wie appointment of Mr. A. M. Bose as a Member 
otras of the Bengal Legislative Council. The 

appointment is sure to receive public approbation. | 
99. The Sddhdrani, of the 3rd January, says that as a rule men 


Selection of native members for the seeking the favour of the officials grace the 


Bengal Council and appointment of Legislative Councils. But able men like 
Baboo Anandamohun Bose as a Mem- 


ap. | Ramaprasad Roy, Ramgopal Ghose and 
thas Kristodas Pal obtain tt into those 
assemblies at times. But it does not appear that able men can do anything 
by entering those councils inasmuch as the majority of the members of 
them are Government officers. Among young natives who have obtained 
a high English education there are few who are well acquainted with the 
condition of the country, The few among them who possess such @ 
knowledge are not well known to the officials. Some good may result 
if men of the mofusil are appointed members of the Legislative Councils 
instead of men living in the town. Thus Kumar Baikunthanath Dé, while 
in the Bengal Council, did more service than members living in the town. 
He did not fail to show fearlessness in the debate on the Self-Government 
Bill. This time Babu Anandamohun Bose has been appointed Member 
of the Bengal Council. A man so qualified as Babu Anandamohun 
Bose 1s rarely found. He has a high reputation for ability. He must actio 
such a way as to maintain that high reputatation. Babu Annandamohun 
Bose is a very social and amiable man, and he _ has frequently to visit the 


mofussil owing to professional business. In this way he will be able to 
gain much experience. 


100. The Dacca Prakash, of the 3rd January, approves of the appoint 


Mr. A. M. Bose. ment to the Bengal Legislative Council of Mr. 


| _ _ A. M. Bose, a gentleman distinguished alike 
for his eloquence, his patriotism and for his legal knowledge. 
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101. The Navavibhakar, of the 4th January, says that the Indian dele- 
gatesexpressed the real feelings of Indians 

The reconstitution of the Legislative when they said that what Indians wanted 
Councils. above all other things was the introduction of 


the elective system in the selection of the members of the Legislative Councils. 


The representative system exists in all English possessions except India. 
IV.—Native States. 
102. The Bhdrat Mihir, of* the 31st December, says that, with a view 
to bring about the annexation of Cashmere 
—" to the British Empire, Europeans in this 
country are trying in various ways to make Government displeased with 
the ruler of that State. But though Government does not venture to 


Jeprive him of his State without any provocation lest it should be charged 
vith down-right robbery, it is gradually unduly interfering with his 
huthority. In disregard of the treaty made with the Maharajah a full- 
power Resident has this time been placed in Cashmere, while Government 
has on its own authority given Europeans permission to acquire houses 
and Jands in that State. But the enemies of the Maharajah are not content 
with all this, and have begun to find fault with him. 


V.—PPposPECTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


103. The Bhdérat Mihir, of the 31st December, says that the want of 
all efforts on the part of the Indian ryots 
to increase the fertility of the soil they culti- 
vate is doubtless one of the causes of their poverty. But the stringent 
manner in which Government collects its land revenue also greatly 
avoravates their misery. In the Khas Mehals the revenue rate is very 
high, and the rigorousrules regarding the payment of the revenue press 
heavily upon the ryots. Measures should be adopted to increase the produc- 
tive power of the soil and to reduce the revenue rate. Until this is done, 
there will be no improvement in the condition of the Jndian ryot. 
104. The Navavibhdkar, of the 4th January, referring to the statement 
; of the Lieutenant-Governor that the late floods 
disiness caused by tho flow, “"° have not done any permanent injury, and that 
the injury cauzed by them will be more than 
compensated by the bumper harvest that will be produced, says that floods 
destroy crops, demolish houses, sweep away men and beasts, and can do 


Condition of the Indian ryot. 


mano other injury in any country, and that crops may be destroyed by so many 


unforeseen circumstances that the production of abundant crops should 


mot be counted upon so long as they have not been harvested. The Lieute- 


nant-Governor has expressed his pleasure at the spirit of self-help displayed by 
the people injured by the floods. What else can people do but help themselves 


BWhen no one will help them? The Lieutenant-Governor has said that all 


distress of the people in the flooded districts has come to an end. But how has 


ithe distress been removed when the crops of pulses and other crops from which 


he hopes so much still standin the fields ? Referring to the statement of the 
leutenant-Governor that the alluvial deposit left by the floods will produce 
abundant crops for some years to come, the writer says that notwithstanding 
he alluvial deposits no crops will be produced if there is no rainfall. In 
ponSrmation of his statement that all distress in the flooded districts has 
appeared, the Lieutenant-Governor has referred to the report of the 
lagistrate of Berhampore, dated the 7th December, in which he says that 
the ryots of Kandi have paid the arrears of revenue due from them, The 
hanes says that, at the time in which the report was written, the cutting of 
cope ony commences. Did so much crops grow in Kandi that no sooner 
oe @ cutting of crops commenced, than the cultivators were able to pay 
arrears of revenue ? If such has been the case in Kandi, it is evident the 


NAaVAVIBHAKAR, 
Jan. 4th, 1886. 


BHARAT MIHIR, 
Dec. 31st, 1885 


BHARAT MIHIR. 


NAVAVIBHAEAR, 
Jan. 4th, 1885. 


ie Q _ 
ae we ’ 
ot ~ ue te 
— —— CA Pm hge # +s nat = Ae + “ y, 
. _ ern CSP eae $ 
re ee : elec mia Reerys — : eee, Bs : - 
4 . ss ~ “ a . : i" - , yet 
aD oar . P, <A 


F £ 
ais} E 
, ee: 
K 13 ee. 
, es. 7 
‘ise 
4% 3 
1 (ee. 
rap | ; ’ 
oa; 
aS ;i 
i ' ( 
+ ; e 3 
: 
rd r 
? 


SAMVvaD BAHIKA, 


Dec. 24th, 1889. 


UTKAL DIPIKA, 


Dec. 26th, 1885. 


SPEBARA, 


Dec. 26th, 1885. 


( 60 ) 


damage caused by the floods there was not equal to that in other places, 
Perhaps the Magistrate has made the above statement regarding Kandi 
without proper enquiry. The Lieutenant-Governor has said that a large 
number of cattle have not died. But the writer knows that as a rule a large 
nomber of cattle die by eating after starvation the grass produced in flooded 
tracts. If such has not been the case this year, some medicine 
for cattle must have been mixed with the flood-water. Referring to the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s statement that people suffering from the floods had 
nowhere to starve, the writer asks whether living upon arums and wild 
potatoes does not amount to starvation. If that is to be called starvation, 
many people starved. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s statement 
that the prices of articles have not risen, the writer says that the price 
of rice in Calcutta has risen considerably, and that this could not have taken 
place if the price had not risen in the mofussil also. The Commis- 
sioner of Burdwan has said that, though the crops of four lakhs of bighas 
in Midnapore have been wholly destroyed, and the crops of three anda 
half lakb of bighas have been partly destroyed, still the outturn of crops 
will be equal to three-fourths of the produce of the whole district. The 
writer says that probably double the usual quantity of crops will grow in 
the remaining lands. How else will the results be such as is estimated by 
the Commissioner? The I.ieutenant-Governor says that the state of things 
will be similar in Hooghly, Burdwan and Howrah. ‘The writer says that it 
is evident from the Lieutenant-Governor’s Resolution that he realizes the 
distress in the province, but that he has issued such a Resolution because he 
knows that Government is not in a position to relieve the distress. Sir 
Rivers Thompson has entitled himself to the permanent gratitude of the 
people by inspecting the flooded districts while suffering from ill health. 


Uriya Papers. 


105. ‘the resignation of his seat in the Bengal Legislative Council 


Pa A 
is il ae by Kumar Baikunthanath Dé of Balasore has 


formed the subject of comment in the news- 
papers of Orissa. Tie Samvad Sahika and the Utkal Dipika do not 


entertain a very high opinion of the Kumar, and are almost glad to learn 
that he will not sit any more in the Council; but the Sebaka speaks 
admiringly of his career in the following terms, and quotes the remarks 
of some of the dailies and weeklies in Calcutta to substantiate its 
statements :— 7 


“Our readers will be sorry to Jearn that Kumar Baikunthanath Dé, 
the Honourable Member of the Bengal Legislative Council, who repre- 
sented the interests of Orissa in that august body, resigned his seat on the 
18th of the current month in accordance with the rules of that Council. 
Though belonging by birth to the nobility of Orissa, he had the interests 
of both landlords and tenants at heart, and never lost sight of them 
in the warm debates of that Council, in which he displayed considerable 
independence of thought and action. No doubt the Kumar, after his 
resignation, will feel greatly relieved, as the mental labour of an Honourable 
Member of the Council is not very light; but the Government and the 
Unya public will be great losers, for it will be very difficult to find 
another non-official gentleman in Orissa who can be substituted in bis 
place. We shall therefore advise Government to reappoint the Kumar 
for another term, if he be willing to serve in the way that he has done 
for the last three years. We need not write much about the Kumar, 
who is very well known to our Uriya readers, and who has been higbly 
spoken of by the important dailies and weeklies of Calcutta, as will be 
evident from the following extracts. We shall simply record here the 
obligations of the Uriya people to the Kumar, whose disinterested services 
in their behalf will always be remembered with love and gratitude. We 


{ Gl) 


vould advise the political associations of Orissa to present the Kumar 
with a letter of thanks, acknowledging his valuable services to the people 
of this Province.’ | 

106. The appointment of Babu Ras Behary Naik as Deputy Collector 
is spoken of approvingly by all the newspapers 
of Orissa. 
107. The Seddka writes a series of articles on the Tributary Mehals 
of Orissa, instructing the chieftains to keep 
pace with the progress of the time. 


Babu Ras Behary N aik. 


The Tribatary Mehals of Orissa. 


108. Referring to the speech of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 


sip Rivers Thompson at Bala- Of Bengal delivered at Balasore in reply to 
sore; the address of the local Municipality, the Uthal 
Dipika makes the following remarks :— 

‘“ His Honor does not seem to have entered deeply into the nature of 
the complaints made by tenants and landlords. Evidently His Honor was 
much pleased with the navigation of the canal, but had he taken the 
trouble to visit the interlor, where the distributaries are, His Honor would 
have at once found out that the canal has contributed very little towards the 
fertility of the soil.” 


RAJKRKISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ua. & BL. 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI ‘TRANSLA'TOR’S OFFICE, 


The 9th January 1886. 
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